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DESERT TIME

Cynthia Anderson

‘3uiddey yeaq auo jo
punos ay3}

—292J3} BNYSO[ B swnip
J9y2adpoom yjoeqiappe

jsna

Aubade

Two mourning doves
flutter under eaves,
no place to nest—
but, smitten by spring,
they persist.

Hummingbirds dart
from blooming sage
to red-spiked birds
of paradise.

Long-tailed lizards
glide up rock walls,
peer into crevices,
pose in the sun.

A single cloud
billows higher,
adrift in the blue.
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Cholla

Out of sand
light and shadow
manifest

a thorny existence
tracking the sun—

arms skyward
glowing—



